
COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS

DELEGATION TO THE
EU-UKRAINE PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION COMMITTEE

JOINT STATEMENT

by
Mr David McALLISTER, Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs,

Mr Dariusz ROSATI, Chair of the Delegation to the EU-Ukraine Parliamentary Association
Committee and

Mr Jacek SARYUSZ-WOLSKI, AFET standing rapporteur on Ukraine

Brussels, 1st March 2017. “We warmly welcome the political agreement reached between the
European Parliament, the Council and the European Commission on 28 February 2017 on the
granting of a visa-free regime for Ukrainian citizens, which has been advocated since years by
the European Parliament. Following the completion of the remaining procedural steps, Ukrainian
citizens will soon be able to travel to the EU without visa for up to 90 days. This agreement is
the recognition of the sustained and comprehensive reform efforts which have been carried out
by Ukrainian authorities in order to fulfill all the benchmarks of the Visa Liberalisation Action
Plan, among others in the field of border management, fight against corruption and anti-
discrimination. It is the fulfillment of a long-standing demand by Ukrainian citizens and will be
an outstanding way of facilitating interpersonal contacts and cooperation.

Likewise, we welcome the adoption of the law on ratification of the EU-Ukraine Association
Agreement by the House of Representatives of the Netherlands on 23 February 2017, which is an
important step towards a ratification of the Agreement by the Netherlands and consequently a
full entry into force.

These are clear signals of the EU solidarity towards Ukraine and of the EU’s desire to strengthen
ties with the country, three years after the bloody end of the Euromaidan revolution and after the
start of the Russian aggression, with the occupation and illegal annexation of the Crimean
peninsula. We stand by the side of Ukrainians in their struggle to regain control over their
internationally recognised territory and in their immense reform effort."
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